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Stowaways on a Mission 
Bill Meyers

We did not so much go on the mis-
sion to Israel as stow away. That is,
Nahma and I wanted to get to
Jerusalem to be with our son, Isaac,
who is working there, and to visit
cousins and friends. 

First of all, just going to Israel at this
time is a mitzvah. While the 480 peo-
ple on the mission were at the hotel,
it was full. But when they left (we
stayed two extra days) the lobby was
pathetically deserted. Occupancy
rates are about 15%. Taxi drivers are
grateful to be able to take you any-
w h e re. So just showing up, letting the
Israelis know they haven’t been totally
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A Report on the Ansche Chesed Mission to Israel
In November, 10 AC members accompanied Rabbi Kalmanofsky on the UJA Mission to Israel.

Here are reports of three of the sojourners:

My Jerusalem Report
Paul Feinberg

Well, we’re back from Jerusalem and
life will never be the same. While I
can’t say exactly what I expected
before I went, I know that from the
moment the idea was proposed, that
we join the UJA/Federation Mission to
support Israel, I was going although it
didn’t seem like a rational idea even to
me. In fact, a very dear friend said:
“why don’t you just rent Exodus (the
movie)!”

But from the moment the idea emerg e d
I found myself going to the Ha’aretz
website (www.haaretzdaily.com) to
read the news in Israel. I would read
it twice a day, in the morning and

Coming Home for the
First Time 
David C. Kaplan

My first visit to Israel was one of the
most moving experiences in my life.
Although it lasted a mere four days, it
deepened my understanding of what
it is to be Jewish. I have never felt so
proud of being Jewish as when I visit-
ed Israel, a strong free Jewish state.
But it also left me with concerns for
its safety and worry about the internal
divisions in Israeli society especially
between the religious and the secular
parts of the population.

Coming from a Labor Zionist family, I
had an idealized image of Israel and I
worried that the reality would disap-

continued on page 8continued on page 9continued on page 6

Dedication to Israel
Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky

Dear Friends: 

When we all first returned from Israel, I shared some
thoughts with the community via email. If any of you
did not see those paragraphs and would like to, I
would happy to send you a copy the old-fashioned way.
Please let me know.

At this point, from the vantage of a few weeks back and
after a handful of conversations in between, I have been
reflecting on why I feel so strongly for Israel and for the
Jewish people who live there. That phrase I just used—
the country and the Jewish people who live there—can
certainly be seen as the very essence of why Israel has
become so problematic. The non-Zionist and post-

continued on page 6



Mazel Tov to:

December’s b’nei mitzvah: Yoni
Bokser, Joey Haskell, Eli Mlyn,
and Benjamin Applebaum-Bauch.

Judith Turner and Rabbi David
Gedzelman on their recent engage-
ment.

Condolences to:

Michael Brochstein on the loss of
his mother, Barbara Brochstein.

Toda Raba to:

Matthew Weinstein, who left to
Ansche Chesed the Hills of Jeru s a l e m
m i c rocalligraphy piece which now
hangs in the Sanctuary, and which
will always remind us of Matthew.
Thanks also to Peter Fre i s i n g e r, who
facilitated the donation of the print as
well as many books. 

Elana Elster and Tommy Treitel,
who stepped in when a Family
Service leader was needed; Deborah
Pastor for organizing the family
Hanukkah kiddush; Nathan
Schleifer for donating a computer
and monitor to the Hebrew School.

Hanukkah Arts Festival: We thank
the following for their efforts, which
enabled us to make this the most
successful Hanukkah Arts Festival
ever. We couldn’t have done it with-
out you!

Festival Co-Chairs: Mary Feinberg,
Jane Head, and Ellen Tucker. Food
Coordinators: Eric Gertner,
Melinda Gros, and Larry Levi.
Saturday Night Coordinator: Mori
Mickelson. Volunteer Coordinator:
Roberta Kupietz Shapiro.

Festival Volunteers: Vivian Awner,
Trudy Balch, Bettina Berch,
Jessica Bloome, Michael Bloome,
Ellen Braitman, Rachel Bregman,
Miles Bukiet, Claudia Chernov,
Aliya Cheskis-Cotel, Louis
Cholden-Brown, Naomi Cohen,

Alix Davidson, Charlie Davidson,
Maya Divack, Ilana Dreyer, Rita
Falbel, Paul Feinberg, David
Fishman, Ellen Flax, Grace
Freundlich, Ida Fried, Albert Gal,
Amanda Geffner, Harriet Geller,
Jill Goodman, Debra Greenberg,
Kate Greenberg, Joan Green,
Martin Green, Tamara Green,
Isabel Gros, Feygele Jacobs, Bill
Jaffe, Esther Hautzig, Ariela
Heilman, Fred Herschkowitz, Jean
Herschkowitz, Suzannah
Herschkowitz, Eliza
Herschkowitz, Marjorie Hort,
Jordan Horvath, Julia Kahn,
Wendy Kahn, David Kaplan,
Dawn Kellman, Reena Keren,
Roberta Koenigsberg, Iris
Korman, David Krause, Toni
Landau, Bonnie Landman, Bonnie
Leeds, Evelyn Levine, Elizabeth
Leshen, Marilyn Levi, Sheila
Lewis, Sheldon Lewis, Claudia
Machaver, Lisa Maller, Fred
Mansbach, Naomi Marcus, Jocelyn
Maskow, Anne Mintz, Avital
Morris, David Morris, Elaine
Morris, Ron Morris, Gail Mota,
Deb Mowshowitz, Dan Nelson,
Naomi Oberman-Breindel, Judy
Oppenheim, Karen Greenberg
Perkus, Molly Raik, Marne
Rochester, Robert Rosenberg, Ira
Salzman, Ruth Salzman, Nahma
Sandrow, Fran Schiff, Sam Schiff,
Michael Schmidt, Diane
Schreibman, Ray Schwartz, Ruth
Sharfman, J.F.Shaw, Jacob Sher,
Herta Shriner, Linda Shriner-
Cahn, Michelle Siegel, Lori
Skopp, Barbara Sontz, Arleen
Stern, Marlene Streisinger, Leah
Strigler, Ruth Sussman, Donna
Tapper, Tommy Treitel, Alex
Treitel, Allan Tulchin, Devorah
Twersky-Kengmana, Rivka
Twersky-Kengmana, Larry
Warmflash, Sylvia Weber, Ron
Werter, Tony Zak.

B’ruchim Ha’baim to Ansche
Chesed’s most recent new member,
Stephanie Gros
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Upcoming Programs
in the Department of
Education and
Family Programming
Rabbi Iscah Waldman

Following on the heels of a very busy
December, we are ready to take on the
New Year! We will begin the new year
with a Family Havdalah program on
January 5th. Join us for more crafts and
singing to continue our Ansche Chesed
Havdalah traditions! We will also host our
third Family Kabbalat Shabbat Service and
Dinner on January 11th. Our creative
Shabbat services will be followed by a
delicious catered dairy dinner.

On January 6th, Rabbi Kalmanofsky will
hold his second parent learning session,
inviting parents from the Hebrew School as
well as the larger Ansche Chesed commu-
nity to join us as parents learn, and chil-
d ren have supervised play-time in the gym.

To follow up our Tikkun Olam fair from
December 9th, we would like to invite all
Ansche Chesed teenagers who are interest-

continued on page 4
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The verse “they who provide charity for the many are like stars
forever and ever” (Daniel 12:3) refers to collectors for charity.
(Babylonian Talmud: Baba Batra 8b)

GENERAL DONATIONS
Alex Alexander in honor of Tamara & Martin Green’s twice
Chai 36th Wedding anniversary
Benjamin Feldman in honor of the Raik family and Martin &
Tamara Green 
Richard Ballinger in memory of his grandfather, Louis
Ballinger
Theodore & Erica Braude in memory of his father, Max
Braude
David Brauner in memory of his father, Herman Brauner
Arline Cohen in memory of her mother, Grace S. Goldin
Ira & Ann Cohen in honor of the double Chai celebration for
the Greens
Ida Fried in memory of her sister, Elsa Foldes
Herbert & Edith Freshman in memory of her mother, Marion
Winter
Rena Garter in honor of Tamara & Martin Green’s twice Chai
36th Wedding Anniversary
Daniele Gerard & Daniel Woods in honor of Elena Sassower
Ann Glassman in memory of her father, Samuel Bieler
Phil Gold in memory of his parents, Dan & Yetta Gold
Amalia M. Lorber Goldstein in memory of her husband,
Albert Goldstein
Martin & Tamara Green in honor of Rabbi Jeremy
Kalmanofsky, the Sanctuary Minyan and Molly Raik’s Bat
Mitzvah
Karen & Paul Greenberg in honor of Tamara & Martin
Green’s 36th Wedding Anniversary
Mary Kalish in memory of her husband, David Kalish
David Kaplan in memory of his father, Max Kaplan
Harold & Elizabeth Koenigsberg in memory of his mother,
Helen Koenigsberg
Phyllis Lasker in honor of Martin & Tamara Green’s double
Chai Anniversary
Naomi Marcus in memory of Matthew Weinstein
Stephen & Helen Marcus in honor of Tamara & Martin
Green’s twice Chai 36th Wedding Anniversary
Jerome Mendlowitz in memory of his father, Harry
Mendlowitz
Ronald & Elaine Morris in memory of his mother, Blanche K.
Morris
Adolfo Profumo in honor of Molly Raik’s Bat Mitzvah
Ellen Rafel & Erwin Frankel in honor of the B’nei Mitzvah of
Molly Raik and Elliot Shriner-Cahn
Glady Rosen in memory of her daughter, Amanda Elizabeth
Rosen 
Jennifer Rosenberg & Israel Fridman in memory of Hillary
Kessler-Godin’s grandmother, Rose Kessler, and Matthew
Weinstein
Sylvia Rosenberg in honor of Molly Raik’s Bat-Mitzvah
Sol Rosenkranz in memory of his mother, Rachel Rosenkranz,
his sister Chaya Sarah Rosenkranz, his nephew Eliyahu
Rosenkranz, and his sister-in law, Luba Rosenkranz
Naomi Sarna in memory of her father, Edgar Sheller
Talia Schenkel in memory of her friend, Sergio Sager
Irving Seidman in memory of his father, Samuel Goldstein
Jaimie Stiller in memory of her father, Morton Stiller

Ruth Sussman in memory of her father, Louis Sussman
Edna Wintner in memory of her husband, Abraham Wintner

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FUND
William Meyers & Nahma Sandrow in honor of Molly Raik’s
Bat Mitzvah and the 36th Wedding Anniversary of Tamara
Green; in memory of Jack O’Brien 
Paul & Roberta Shapiro

HEBREW SCHOOL FUND
Judith Turner

KIDDUSH FUND
Walter & Esther Hautzig in memory of her grandmother,
Frume Reisel Rudomin, his grandfather, Mose Zwirn, and his
grandmother, Ernestine Hautzig

KOL NIDRE
John & Theodora Cavaliero
Jeremy & Amy Kalmanofsky
Samuel Kornhauser & Susan Antenen
Sharri & Richard Posen
Jennifer Rosenberg & Israel Fridman
Howard Rosof
Paul & Roberta Shapiro in memory of Matthew Weinstein; in
honor of Molly Raik and Elliot Shriner-Cahn, and Martin &
Tamara Green’s 36th Wedding Anniversary
Rebecca Slotnick
Patricia & Mitchell Udell

REFUAH SHELEMA
Ruth Awner

By Paul & Roberta Shapiro

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND
Ralph Davidson
Walter & Esther Hautzig in memory of her parents, Raya &
Samuel Rudomin

Toda Raba
Thank you for your generosity

ed in social action to come to a very important meeting on
Wednesday evening, January 16th. Jerry Raik will join
Rabbis Kalmanofsky and Waldman as we look into creating
a new group interested in volunteering in the community.

January 27th brings us to out of winter and looking forward
to spring, as we celebrate Tu b’Shevat together with a family
Tu b’Shevat seder, at 5:30pm. Come join us as we hold our
own version of the mystical seder celebrating the fruits and
trees of the world.

Young Judaea is going strong here at Ansche Chesed.
January brings lots of events for all ages. Call the office for
more information about trips to the Lower East Side
Tenement Museum for 3-5th and 6-7th grades, and a Young
Judaea dance on January 26th.

Watch your e-mail, mail and our web site for more informa-
tion on events happening in the Education and Family
Programming departments. Call the office, at extension 413,
for more information about these or any other events. We
look forward to seeing you there!

Upcoming Programs/Education & Family Programming
Continued from page 2



Scholar-in-Residence

January 25 & 26—Professor Arnold Eisen
Rethinking Mitzvah: Commandments, Commander,
Commandedness

How shall we think about mitzvah today? What meaning
does commandment have to contemporary Jews with vary-
ing degrees of belief in whether the Torah was revealed by
God at Mount Sinai? 

Friday Night Lecture
Setting the Question: Torah, Tradition, and Us

Shabbat Lunch Lecture
Refining the Question: Contemporary Theories of
Commandment

Shabbat Afternoon Study Session
An Agenda for Practice: A Close Reading of Sources to Help
Us Formulate New Theories

Arnold M. Eisen is Koshland Professor of Jewish Culture and
Religion at Stanford University. He is the author of numerous
books and articles about contemporary Jewish life and thought in
American and Israel.

Watch for your registration forms in the mail
or call the office for further information.

Part Two: Mapping Jewish Experience
in the Middle Ages

Winter Semester: Philosophy

Rabbi Michael Paley
What is Jewish about philosophy, an objective pursuit of
truth? What is philosophical about Judaism, a tradition of
text and ritual? During the Islamic Middle Ages, these two
perspectives came into collision and synthesis, producing
one of the greatest ages of intellectual achievement in
Jewish history. We will explore the central issues of cre-
ation, free will and determinism, as well as the problems of
evil, prophecy, and messianism.

7 sessions
Wednesdays, 8:00–9:30 p.m.
Beginning January 9
Fee: Members $105/Non-members $140

Halakha for Heretics

Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky
Non-orthodox Jews often are not quite certain what the
Jewish law means in their religious and communal lives.
Is Jewish Law (Halakha) just for the Orthodox? If human
beings wrote the Torah, who commands the command-
ments? How do often-rigid, often-detailed observance
patterns apply to contemporary life? In this course, we
will explore together the meaning of a Judaism that can
be both liberal and legal, ethical and ritual, philosophical
and practical.

6 sessions
Tuesdays, 7:30–9:00 p.m.
Beginning January 8
Fee: $60 Members/Non-members $90

Learn to Read Hebrew: Part II

Marcia Talmage
New students who know the Hebrew alphabet and vowels
and would like to solidify their reading skills and begin to
learn more about the Hebrew language based on the
prayers are welcome to join the class that began in the fall.
Textbook: Aleph Isn’t Enough, $12. 

7 Mondays, 7:30–9:00 PM.
January 7, 14, 28, February 4, 11, March 4, 11.
Fee: Members: $80/Nonmembers $105

Biblical Hebrew

Mindy Fischer
Learn basic grammar and build your vocabulary as we
study selections from the Chumash (Bible). 

7 Mondays, 7:00-8:30 PM.
January 7, 14, 28, February 4, 11, March 4, 11.
Fee: Members: $80/Nonmembers $105

Israel Study Group: The Roots of Zionism
There may never be a time more appropriate than this one
to recall the ideas and conditions that gave rise to the mod-
ern Jewish state. Please join us to read and discuss the first
section of The Zionist Idea: A Historical Analysis and Reader,
by Arthur Hertzberg. This convenient reader will take us
through the rest of the 1800s with texts from Russian
authors, then the 1895 paper by Herzl on the Jewish State,
moving on to Ahad Ha-Am.

Sunday, January 6 at 7:00 PM

Opportunities in Learning



f o rgotten by the Jews of the Diaspora, has
m e a n i n g .

Seeing Isaac and our friends and relatives gave
us a sense of how people get on from day to
d a y. They do the best they can. They hope a
way can be found to terminate the violence of
the Palestinians, they understand the “peace
p rocess” was a fraud, they understand that
events over which they have no contro l — t h e
bombing of the World Trade Center, the war in
A f g h a n i s t a n — a ffect them, they seem deter-
mined to see things through with the best
humor and humanity they can muster. They
go about their business.

We did have breakfasts with the mission in the
hotel ballroom. This let us get a sense of what
real mission people are like. There were gro u p s
f rom Louisville, Philadelphia, and elsewhere .
They were intelligent people, sure of their com-
mitment to Israel, anxious to grasp what was
happening at first hand. Because they were
traveling with friends from home, there was a
lot of amiable socializing, but always with an
underlying seriousness of purpose.

The one mission event we attended was a talk
after breakfast on Friday by Natan Sharansky.
If getting close to the players is one of the
purposes of a mission, this did it. The bomb-
ings in New York have made it possible to talk
about heroes and heroism without irony, and
Sharansky—for his conduct during nine years
in a Soviet prison—is a hero. I felt it was a
privilege to be in his presence. He talked for
about a half-hour without notes. His English
was adequate, colloquial, occasionally humor-
ous, without bitterness. The thrust of the talk
was that it is hard for democracies to make
war and hard for tyrannies to make peace. It
will not be possible for Israel and the
Palestinians to make a real peace until the
Palestinians have a genuinely democratic gov-
ernment. He doesn’t know when that will be,
but feels it is a religious obligation to be opti-
mistic. 

It was a sober talk, but not despairing. And it
was to get a sense of that resolution that the
mission had come. Nahma and I, on the other
hand, just wanted to see that Isaac got a good
m e a l .

Zionist left propound a different vision of Israel as “a state for all its
citizens.” I take this to mean they see the official privileging of Jews
and Judaism as making Israel a fundamentally discriminatory country
even within its official borders, invidiously punishing Palestinian,
Bedouin, Druse and other minorities, not to mention stigmatizing
those with unpopular approaches to Judaism. (On this analysis, the
extreme left and far right agree: the deck is stacked against non-Jews
in the Jewish state. They differ only on whether this is desirable or
regrettable.) Some of this is certainly fair criticism. And were Israel to
reject the basics of Western democracy, it might well be unworthy of
our support.

For now, I will not take up the question of how well Jewish tradition
can accommodate itself to democracy. Here, I would like to consider
whether it is religiously or ethically appropriate—for me and for any
of you who feel as I do—to be devoted and loyal to such a small seg-
ment of God’s children. Myself, I have no illusions that God is a Jew or
that God loves the Jewish people more than others. Most of our prede-
cessors believed precisely that—and many of our contemporaries still
do. But if God does not love Am Yisrael more than other nations, how
is it permissible for me to do so? 

When I reflect on this question, I often turn to a profound statement
by R. Dov Ber, the Maggid of Mezritch, the 18th century Hasidic mas-
ter. The Holy Maggid said: “I will be called upon to do teshuva
[repent] for loving my own children more than other people’s chil-
dren.” With this statement, R. Dov Ber articulates that from God’s per-
spective all human beings are equal. Under the lens of eternity, it is
perverse for me to single out the three individuals who happen to be
my children and regard them as more important than any of the other
4 billion individuals who occupy the planet today. And yet, it would
be inhuman of me not to do this very thing! 

In general, Judaism has an ideal of imitating God. As God feeds the
h u n g ry and clothes the naked and forgives the penitent, so must we,
say the Sages. But there are some things about which we absolutely
must be human, and must not be like God. God loves every being
equally; we love our own family more than other people. To me, that is
not unethical. Instead it testifies to the depth of human bonds and the
depth of loyalty and faith. I believe that sharing a deep commitment to
this nation is not less ethical. Loving the Jewish family ought not trans-
late to indiff e rence, or, God forbid, hostility to any other human being.
But I believe it ought to translate to intensified love and devotion to sis-
ters and brothers in a way that does not extend to strangers. The
S p a rtacist re v o l u t i o n a ry Rosa Luxemburg famously wrote to a friend in
1916: “I have no room in my heart for Jewish suffering... Why do you
pester me with Jewish troubles? I feel equally close to the wretched vic-
tims of the rubber plantations in Putumayo or to the Negroes in Africa.
... I have no separate corner in my heart for the ghetto.” This may be
divine, but I submit it may not be human. It has often been observ e d
that 30 years after Luxemburg wrote these words, there was hardly a
single Jew left alive in her native Zamosc, Poland. Surely idealistic
Jewish universalism is not to blame for Nazi evil. But I would claim
that dedication and devotion our beloved family can only “sweeten the
harsh judgments,” in a Kabbalistic phrase. May we live to fulfill the
Sages’ teaching: “All Israel are mixed together.” 

Mission to Israel/Stowaways
Continued from page 1

Dedication to Israel
Continued from page 1



Ansche Chesed
Young Professionals Dinner
January 4, 2002
Mystical Judaism in a Scientific Age

Please join us for Kabbalat Shabbat services
at 5:30, dinner immediately after services at
6:30 and the program at about 7:45 p.m.

$30 cover ($25 AC members).
Admission for program/dessert only:
$10 ($8 AC members).

Paid re s e rvations due by Friday, December 28.

November Shelter Volunteers:

Trudy Balch*
Dan Barash
Jessica Bloome
Eliav Bock for being

Shelter Custodian
Whitney Briton for

coordinating JTS
students on
Thursday nights

Elysa Dauerman
Alix Davidson*
Howard Eisenberg*
Rob Fine
Woody Freiman
Lea Golan*
Stephanie Gros* for

coordinating KOE
minyan volunteers

on Monday
evenings

Marilyn Gunner*
Esther Hautzig*
Jane Head*
Marjorie Hort*
Mark Jacobs
Wendy Kahn*
Dawn Kellman*
Russ Kelner
Danielle Levin-Salem
Naomi Marcus* for

being Evening
Volunteer
Coordinator

Andy Menkis
Bill Meyers*
Leigh O’Connor for

being Assistant
Director

Ellen Rafel*
Fraiser Ramjon for

volunteering week-
ends

Raphael Rohrig
Jeremy Rosenblum

for coordinating
Columbia students
Tuesday nights

Molly Shaffer
Joy Silber
Peter Ward

*AC member

Family Little Tot Service
Elaine Perlman
Every Shabbat, 10:45–11:15 a.m.
For families with children under the
age of three

Family Big Tot Service
Elaine Perlman
11:15 a.m.–12:00 noon
For families with children ages three
and four.

Family Service
Elena Sassower 
Every Shabbat, 10:45 a.m.–12:00 noon
For children ages 5–7 and their pare n t s .

Family Davening
Mindy Fischer
Every Shabbat, 11:00 a.m.–12:00 noon
For children ages 8 and up, and their
parents.

Family Havdalah
January 5, 5:15pm
Join us for more crafts and singing as
we gather together to make Havdalah
for the first time in 2002!

Parent Learning
January 6, 4:00–5:30pm
Parents are invited to learn with Rabbi
Jeremy Kalmanofsky while their kids
have supervised playtime in the gym.
Call the office for details, x.413.

Family Shabbat Dinner
January 11, at 5:30 p.m.
Come join us for our third Family

Kabbalat Shabbat and Dinner. Services
will begin at 5:30, followed by a
catered dairy dinner. Call the office at
x.413 for details.

Family Tu b’Shevat Seder
January 27, 5:30pm
It seems like winter just began, and here
it is—we’re celebrating Tu b’Shevat! Join
us as we celebrate this New Year for the
t rees with a Tu b’Shevat seder from the
mystical tradition.

Ansche Chesed Teenagers
for Social Action
January 16, 8:00pm
Join Jerry Raik, Rabbis Jeremy
Kalamanofsky and Iscah Waldman to
discuss the formation of a teen group
for social action here at Ansche
Chesed.

Young Judaea Youth Groups
Ansche Chesed has joined with Young
Judaea for all of our youth groups this
year, and will be meeting on a regular
basis for the following age groups:

Ofarim: 3rd–5th grades
Tzofim: 6 & 7th grades
Bogrim: 8–12th grades

Young Judaea is a national peer-led
Zionist youth movement, with clubs
all over the country.

Call the office for more information,
x413.

Shabbat and Family Programming Shabbat Learning
Torah Study Group
Dr. Deborah Mowshowitz, Linda
Shriner-Cahn, Rabbi Marion
Shulevitz and Rabbi Jeremy
Kalmanofsky
Each Shabbat we read the parshat

hashavuah (weekly Torah portion) in

translation and discuss it. Everyone is

welcome to participate, on either an

occasional or regular basis.

Every Shabbat
9:00–10:00 a.m.

Seudah Shlishit: The Third (and
Most Spiritual) Sabbath Meal

Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky
The last hours of Shabbat can be the

sweetest time of the sweetest day. Join

us 75 minutes before the end of

Shabbat to sing and learn and savor

the final moments of the day of rest.

January 12 at 4:15 p.m.

Kavanah Service

Rabbi Rachel Sabath
The service is informed by the tradi-
tional structure of Shabbat morning
davening, with added flexibility and
creativity in the selection of prayers,
melodies and meditation, with short
silences to highlight a specific
kavanah. Torah study is also part of
the service.

January 26 at 10:00 a.m.



point me. My fears were unfounded. Israel lived up to my
expectations even if the country was different from the one
that I learned about in Camp Habonim. From the moment,
I boarded the El Al flight, I felt a sense of belonging. The
food for airline food was quite good, and the crew made
you feel that you were not going to a foreign country but
returning home to visit an old relative. The passengers were
sharply divided between religious and secular, something
that unfortunately mirrors Israeli society.

We landed in Israel on Wednesday night. My first impres-
sions of Israel were of the road between Ben Gurion Airport
and Jerusalem. I was pleasantly surprised by the lack of
billboards and fast food restaurants. Jerusalem appeared to
be a magical city sitting on a series of hills rich with history.
The Ansche Chesed group was part of the nearly 500-mem-
ber solidarity mission sponsored by the United Jewish
Communities and the United Jewish Appeal. A sense of sol-
idarity with Israel and the Jewish people ran through the
participants. Because the flight was delayed, we missed the
welcoming dinner with its speaker Orded Ben Ami, news
anchor for Israel T.V. Channel 2.

On Thursday, we traveled to the Hatzor Air Force base. We
traveled there by the road that links Jerusalem to the coastal
plain. Our guide told stories that the Arabs in the 1948 war
blocked the road between Jerusalem and the rest of Israel
and how the Jews had to fight their way though. He
reminded us that international agreements are fine but
unless the Jews created facts on the ground through build-
ing settlements and fighting wars, we would be traveling on
an Arab road. It is to well to remember, that through most
of its history, Israel was confronted not with a demand for a
Palestinian state by the Arabs, but with the cry “drive the
Jews into the sea”.

The Hatzor Air Force base was a memorable experience. We
inspected F-16 fighter jets and spoke to some pilots. They
were all in their early 20’s and very professional. They told
us they had trained with the American Air Force. The
Israeli pilots told us that the American Air Force is good
but they are better, When the Americans sell fighter planes
to Israel they take out the most advanced features but the
Israelis install even better technical devices. Unlike the
American Air Force that has separate fighter squadrons for
air to air actions and air to ground actions, the Israelis use
the same planes for both types of missions. Afterward, we
lunched with the pilots and listened to a speech by the
head of Israeli air force intelligence who pointed out that
Arafat is playing a dangerous game publicly condemning
terror but privately encouraging it. 

One of the most moving events occurred at the Air Force
base. Among the participants in our group were a couple
who were death camp survivors who movingly told us that
at the end of the war they could have never imagined that
there would a Jewish air force. The look on their faces
while examining the airplanes made the trip to Israel
worthwhile for this alone.

After the air force base, we traveled to Yad Sara, an organi-
zation that helps handicapped Israelis by providing for free
mobility devices such as walkers. Yad Sara, unlike many
charities in Israel which were started by foreign Jews, was
created by Israelis. 

After we left Yad Sara we visited an art therapy class held at
the Israel Museum for children at Jacob’s Ladder, a residen-
tial program for abused and neglected youngsters. This pro-
gram is funded by the Joint Distribution Committee, which
sponsors many social welfare programs in Israel. The repre-
sentative of the Joint, as it is called, told us disturbing facts.
One of six Israeli children is considered to be at risk of
abuse and neglect. With the exception of the United States,
Israel has the greatest inequality in income between differ-
ent levels of society than any other western country. Israel
faces problems assimilating new immigrants from Ethiopia
and from the former Soviet Union. It has a growing sub-
stance abuse problem and high levels of domestic violence.
Israel increasingly confronts increases in social pathology
while at the same time due to the security situation it must
cut social spending.

On Friday, we heard Minister Natan Sharansky, who told
the group that Israel should not support a Palestinian state
unless the Palestinians democratize. Peace with the Arab
world can only come when the Arab world turns democrat-
ic, he said. I found this well meaning but quite utopian and
not realistic. The criterion for a Palestinian state is whether
it poses a threat to Israel and not whether it lives up to the
values of liberal democracy.

Afterwards, our group made a bus tour of Jewish areas of
Jerusalem that border Arab ones, such as Gilo. These areas
are under attack and yet people carry on with their normal
lives. In spite of the terrorist danger, Israelis try to do their
daily routine. Israel is firm in dealing with terror, which
would be good for Americans to emulate. I wondered how I
would react if people on the east side of Manhattan shot at
my apartment on Riverside Drive. I found myself more
understanding of the Israeli response to terrorist attacks
even though they may not totally live up to human rights
standards. 

After the tour, we went to a community center and met
with Israelis. We heard a new immigrant from the Soviet
Union and a middle-aged Sabra describe their experiences.
The Sabra, a middle-aged man, was especially moving and
sad. He had been wounded in the army and had lost his
brother and son in military conflicts with the Arabs. He
brought home to me the price Israel pays just to survive. I
was disappointed that we did not hear more diverse voices
in Israeli society such as peace activists and Israeli Arabs.
The day ended with a Kabbalat Shabbat Ceremony at the
Western Wall. I stayed for an hour at the Wall and prayed. I
felt quite moved at the Wall. A sad note, though: the ultra-
Orthodox leer and even spit at the non-Orthodox Jews, a
sign of how deep the divisions are in Israel between the
Orthodox and the secular 
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evening. As we were waiting on line at El Al at JFK, Rabbi
Jeremy Kalmanofsky said “I can’t get rid of this grin”. I
notice that when I think of Israel I smile now too. 

Flying to Israel takes just about 11 hours, but it felt like
snapping your fingers. And those big 747s are sooooo
smoooth! And, you don’t have to ask for a kosher meal!
Here I was going from the New World to the Old World,
and not even a stop in Europe. I was told my first Hebrew
joke in the Ben Gurion Airport. While I was waiting, a little
woman who must have been at least 100 banged me out of
the way and a young man holding a baby, who had been on
the flight with me, spoke to me in Hebrew. I communicated
that I didn’t understand, and he says this reminded him of
a joke. A young boy goes to Israel and comes home and
tells his parents that he learned a Hebrew word. What is
the word, they ask? “Slicah.” What does it mean, they ask.
It means: “get out of my way!” Well, of course it means
“excuse me,” but the woman would have made a fine addi-
tion to the New York Giants. 

When we got to Ben Gurion, a bus took us to Jerusalem.
Our guide, Alex, pointed out the abandoned tanks and
trucks along the road and related the story about how the
soldiers were told that if they didn’t recapture this road all
of Jerusalem would be lost. Everyone who spoke to us—a
general, three airforce commanders, a fighter pilot, Natan
Sharansky, the Ambassador from the US—were all people
who “sat at the table,” that is, they were involved in making
decisions, and had responsibility for the current situation,
such as it is. We encountered no PR people, no intermedi-
aries. When you hear that Israelis are direct and confronta-
tional, it is meant in the best way. They wanted us to ask
the hard questions, and they gave us straight answers. 

Going to the air base was a hoot. We rode on a bus and
after a while it seemed as if the driver had gone the wrong
way. It seemed as if here we were in the middle of nowhere.
He started to back up and go down a road that seemed as if
it must be miles from where we should be and then all of a
sudden we were at an air force base which is essentially
invisible until you are right in it. After a very elegant lunch
the general addressed us. While he was a bit gruff with his
own staff he was receptive and straightforward with us,

again encouraging and answering our hard questions. (And
we got to crawl inside of a F-16!) 

But being AC Upper Westsiders, we couldn’t stay with the
prescribed tour too long and so we broke off, fought with a
taxi driver, and went to downtown Jerusalem. We went into
bookstores, bought kippas, and got pulled into making a
minyan on one small street in Jerusalem. We went to the
Wall where we gave out tons of money, got blessed, and an
old woman insisted on my tying a string on my wrist when
I gave her money. We joined groups of men in order to
make a minyan, toured the caverns where they store the
books, talked to rabbis with dire predictions. 

For me the high point was on Friday morning moving into
Shabbat in Jerusalem, as people bustled about, buying
things, preparing for Shabbat. It was so cool, so neat how
everyone rushed around in order to be finished by Shabbat.
And then everything stops. The cars and trucks and buses
that zoom by so quickly, are nowhere to be seen. Every
now and then a vehicle went by, but it was almost as if it
were tiptoeing. 

And then there was our Kabbalat Shabbat at a Bratslav
stiebel. I went with Rabbi Jeremy Kalmanofsky, and except
for several other “Anglos” present we had stepped back in
time. We were welcomed into a small, simple room, with
benches that were on hinges, so that when we stood the
benches would go up. I stood between one man all in
black, with a fur hat, and another wearing a beige robe with
blue stripes. We were probably all about the same age. And
they sort of kept an eye on me, and I on them. It was very
warm. And the davening was incredible. They went fast but
every letter and vowel was clearly pronounced, with con-
viction. I didn’t recognize a nusach; it wasn’t like they sang.
They chanted the words with great conviction—they did
the whole service that way. At the end of the Friday night
service when they closed the siddurs, they did a niggun,
and danced, and made a space for us, indicating with their
hands and their heads that we should join them. It was
quite moving. Then as we filed out of the little room I real-
ized that the women were squeezed in the back.... 

Jerusalem seemed new, unfamiliar and yet familiar all at the
same time. I never felt like a stranger in a strange land.
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On Saturday, I went to services at a Conservative synagogue
that meets in a school. Many of its members are Americans
and I felt as if I had never left the Upper West Side. After
lunch, I went on a walking tour of the Jewish quarter of the
old city. The mission ended on Saturday night with a formal
dinner. I stayed an extra day and visited Yad Vashem. The
horror of the Holocaust was brought vividly home to me.
At the end of my visit, I walked out of an exhibit hall and
saw Israeli soldiers laughing in the sun. The polarity of
Jewish history astonished me.

Israel, it seems to me, is increasingly divided between a sec-
ular consumer society and an Orthodox religious one. One
lives in the world of MTV, the other in the shtetl. These dif-
ferences threaten the future of Israel and turn secular Jews
off to the value of Torah. Israel needs to be Torah-based but
in an open and pluralistic manner. The North American
example of liberal observant Judaism may in some fashion
find a response in Israel. Some scholar said the “Jewish peo-
ple were God’s stake in history.” The State of Israel is the
most concrete example of the stake. For both its survival
and its spiritual health, Conservative Jews must support
and be involved with Israel.

Mission to Israel/Coming Home
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BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND:
Ansche Chesed Outings Group Presents
the Sunday Dance Series
7:00–10:00 p.m. at Ansche Chesed.

3 “Fab” Sundays with live music
(except April 7).

Each evening includes a basic lesson,
fun, food, wine and dance entertain-
ment. No partner or experience nec-
essary. The evening starts with a les-
son at 7:00 p.m. with Reba, who gets
you moving with clear, easy instruc-
tions which makes dancing fun. Then
we'll party the night away to some of
NY's finest salsa and tango orchestras.
At 9:00 p.m. enjoy a dance demon-
stration featuring the finest of New
York dance talent. Come dance, enjoy
the show, meet old and new friends,
have a glass of wine at our Refreshment Bar—you
are guaranteed to have a great time!

These dances are co-sponsored by B'nai Jeshurun

and Ansche Chesed. No reservations necessary—

just come!

Sunday, January 20: Tantalizing Tango! (live band)
Learn the basics to this most romantic, intriguing and musical of
dances. We make it easy (that’s a promise)! Let yourself go—unlock
the tango dancer in you! Kick up your heels and dance.

Sunday, February 17: Sizzling Salsa! (live band)
Express your secret (or not so secret) Latin soul! Everybody has
one—we just need to hear the music! The lesson will unravel the

mysteries of Salsa and Merengue and give you
license to party!

Sunday, April 7: Medley Mixed Dances
(DJ music)
Partner, freestyle and line dances, from Hustle to
Funk, Swing to Rock, Merengue to the Electric
Slide! Reminisce, rock out and recharge. Don’t
miss this fun evening! Go home happy!

Cost: $15 AC/BJ/MOMC members/$20 non-
members. No reservations necessary. Volunteers
are needed (in return for free admission). Call

Michael (212/678-7881 before 9:00pm) to volunteer. 7:00–10:00pm
at Ansche Chesed.


